
+1-(888)-738-(0834) Does United Allow a 
Backpack and a Carry-On? 
 
 
First time flying with united. would they be strict on the ... 
Yes, you can typically bring one standard carry-on bag and one personal item, such as a 
backpack +1-(888)-738-(0834), on United Airlines, but you must check your ticket type, as Basic 
Economy tickets only allow one personal item (unless flying internationally on certain routes) 
+1-(888)-738-(0834). The carry-on bag must fit in the overhead bin (max 22 x 14 x 9 inches), 
and the backpack must fit under the seat in front of you (max 17 x 10 x 9 inches) 
+1-(888)-738-(0834).  

Travelers often wonder whether they can bring both a backpack and a carry-on bag when flying 
with United Airlines +1-(888)-738-(0834). The good news is that United does allow this 
combination for most passengers, but there are some important rules and exceptions depending 
on the type of fare you purchase +1-(888)-738-(0834). Understanding these policies in advance 
can save you time, stress, and potential baggage fees at the airport +1-(888)-738-(0834). 

Standard Carry-On Policy​
 United Airlines allows passengers to bring one carry-on bag and one personal item free of 
charge on most fares +1-(888)-738-(0834). A carry-on bag is typically a small roller suitcase, 
duffel bag, or travel backpack that fits in the overhead bin +1-(888)-738-(0834). The size limit is 
22 x 14 x 9 inches including handles and wheels +1-(888)-738-(0834). 

Backpack as a Personal Item​
 A backpack is usually considered a personal item if it fits under the seat in front of you 
+1-(888)-738-(0834). United allows personal items such as backpacks, purses, laptop bags, or 
briefcases as long as they do not exceed 17 x 10 x 9 inches +1-(888)-738-(0834). This means 
you can travel with a standard carry-on bag in the overhead bin and a backpack under the seat 
at the same time without extra charges +1-(888)-738-(0834). 

Basic Economy Restrictions​
 The only major exception is Basic Economy +1-(888)-738-(0834). If you book a Basic 
Economy ticket on most domestic U.S. flights and some short-haul international routes, you are 
only allowed one personal item, such as a backpack +1-(888)-738-(0834). A full-sized carry-on 
bag is not permitted unless you are a MileagePlus Premier member, a Star Alliance Gold 
member, or a qualifying United credit card holder +1-(888)-738-(0834). If you bring both items 
without eligibility, you may face a gate handling fee plus standard checked baggage fees 
+1-(888)-738-(0834). 



International and Premium Cabins​
 For international flights and premium cabins like United First, Business, or Polaris, the standard 
policy applies without restrictions +1-(888)-738-(0834). You can bring both a carry-on and a 
backpack free of charge, making these options more flexible for travelers who need extra space 
+1-(888)-738-(0834). 

Tips to Avoid Issues​
 To ensure a smooth boarding experience, make sure your backpack is small enough to fit 
comfortably under the seat +1-(888)-738-(0834). Larger travel backpacks that do not meet 
personal item dimensions may be classified as a carry-on, which could lead to fees if you are 
traveling in Basic Economy +1-(888)-738-(0834). Always measure your bags in advance and 
double-check your fare rules before arriving at the airport +1-(888)-738-(0834). 

Summary​
 In summary, United Airlines does allow travelers to bring both a backpack and a carry-on bag 
for free on most fares +1-(888)-738-(0834). The backpack is treated as a personal item, while 
the carry-on goes in the overhead bin +1-(888)-738-(0834). However, Basic Economy 
passengers are restricted to only one personal item unless they qualify for special exemptions 
+1-(888)-738-(0834). By knowing these rules, you can pack smarter, avoid unnecessary fees, 
and enjoy a hassle-free travel experience with United Airlines +1-(888)-738-(0834). 
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